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Bureau of Forestry Mission

“Conserve, steward, and 
enhance Pennsylvania’s 
trees, forests, and native 
wild plants and connect 
with all the people and 
communities we serve.” Clarion River, Jefferson County
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Middlesex Township 
Woodlands



FOREST FACTS

Middlesex Twp. is
• 55% forested
• 8,140 acres 

forested
• 97% of forested 

land is privately 
owned 

Pennsylvania is 
• 58% forested
• 16.7 million 

acres forested
• 69% of forested 

land is privately 
owned
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Cooperstown 1938 to 2025



Forests of Pennsylvania

Most of Middlesex Township’s forests are mature 
oak hickory forests or old field forests dominated 
by red maple, black cherry, and declining ash



What makes a 

forest healthy?



What makes a 

forest healthy?



Why do healthy 
forests matter?



Take a 

deep 

breath and 

thank a 

tree!



Forest Health Challenges



Threats to Butler County Forests

Non-native, 

invasive plants

Elevated Whitetail 
Deer Populations

forests that are 
struggling to 
regenerate 



Threats to Butler County Forests

Fragmented 
Landscapes

Insects and
Disease

Oak Wilt

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid

Middlesex Township

Other Challenges 

for Healthy Forests:

Poor Land Use 

Planning, Changing 

Climate, Damaging 

Timber Harvests, 

Extraction Impacts, 

etc.



Professional Resources



Helpful Resources

DCNR Service Foresters

Consulting Foresters

USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS)

Wildlife Organizations, such as 
the Ruffed Grouse Society, 
Pheasants Forever, Wild Turkey 
Federation, Deer Management 
Association, etc. 



Helpful Resources

DCNR Service Foresters

Consulting Foresters

USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS)

Wildlife Organizations, such as 
the Ruffed Grouse Society, 
Pheasants Forever, Wild Turkey 
Federation, Deer Management 
Association, etc. 

• Answer forestry questions and help people 
find the resources they need

• Property visits – walk with landowners to 
answer questions and provide site-specific 
forest management recommendations based 
on landowner goals and objectives, 
including advice on:

o Sustainable forest management

o Forest health

o Tree planting

o Invasive plant control

o Forest habitat improvements  

o Available forestry programs



Helpful Resources

DCNR Service Foresters

Consulting Foresters

USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS)

Wildlife Organizations, such as 
the Ruffed Grouse Society, 
Pheasants Forever, Wild Turkey 
Federation, Deer Management 
Association, etc. 

Contact a DCNR Service Forester

A service forester is assigned to 
every county in Pennsylvania. 
Contact your service forester 
using the form linked below.

https://qualtrics.pa.gov/jfe/form/SV_9HckN9csNoTfyQK


Helpful Resources

Penn State Extension and the James C. 
Finley Center for Private Forests

• Articles, Webinars, and Newsletter

• Pennsylvania Forest Stewards 
Program

• Statewide Forest Landowner 
Conference

• https://extension.psu.edu/forests-
and-wildlife 

Pennsylvania Forestry Association

• https://paforestry.org/

https://extension.psu.edu/forests-and-wildlife
https://extension.psu.edu/forests-and-wildlife
https://extension.psu.edu/forests-and-wildlife
https://extension.psu.edu/forests-and-wildlife
https://extension.psu.edu/forests-and-wildlife
https://extension.psu.edu/forests-and-wildlife
https://paforestry.org/
https://paforestry.org/


Tools for Landowners

Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program

County Natural Heritage Inventory, Plant Factsheets, and 
Conservation Explorer Map

https://naturalheritage.dcnr.pa.gov/

Penn Pilot 

Pennsylvania Historical Aerial Database (1930s-1960s)

Penn Pilot

Butler County Tax Map

Can measure acreage, draw, and print map

Butler County, PA: Parcel and Tax Map

https://naturalheritage.dcnr.pa.gov/
https://pasda.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d17df63270154864a4fbdec292c5b829
https://pasda.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d17df63270154864a4fbdec292c5b829
https://geo.co.butler.pa.us/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=357cedf86df14148b371aba27f8296b4


Managing Forests with 
Intention



Define Your Objectives

recreation privacy

huntingtimber production

bird 
watching

water protection

and many more!



Management Plans

Timber Plan

Forest Management Plan

Forest Stewardship Plan

NRCS Plan - CPA 106

ANY PLAN THAT 

HELPS YOU BEST 

CARE FOR YOUR 

LAND IS A 

USEFUL PLAN!

Butler Service Center
625 Evans City Road, Suite 102
Butler, PA 16001
(724) 482-4800

District Conservationist Contact
Sydney Feits
sydney.white2@usda.gov
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Management Plans

Other Program Specific Plans:

Family Forest Carbon Program

Family Forest Carbon Program | Earn Income from Your Woodlands

ANY PLAN THAT 

HELPS YOU BEST 

CARE FOR YOUR 

LAND IS A 

USEFUL PLAN!

Tree Farm Certified Family 
Forest Plan

PA Forestry Association | Tree Farm

https://familyforestcarbon.org/?utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ffcp_paid_brand&utm_source=google&utm_content=family_forest_carbon_program&utm_term=family%20forest%20carbon%20program&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20208758065&gclid=Cj0KCQjw_IXQBhCkARIsADqELbKtReil19Tl7PxGrfXg3FnF_uZ3kg2RQORFZBrhtOF_aoZhC0IMAy8aAmI9EALw_wcB
https://paforestry.org/tree-farm


Forest Management 
Activities



Mark your Boundaries

Butler County 
Online Tax Map



Managing Invasive Plants

Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM)

– Cultural

Making the environment

unsuitable for the pest

– Mechanical 

Hand or machine removal

– Biological

Natural pest controls

– Chemical

Pesticides
Cultural

Biological

Mechanical

Chemical

Invasive Plants | Department 
of Conservation and Natural 

Resources| Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania

Forest Management: 
Competing Plants | Penn State 

Extension

Online Resources for More 
Information:

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dcnr/conservation/wild-plants/invasive-plants
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dcnr/conservation/wild-plants/invasive-plants
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dcnr/conservation/wild-plants/invasive-plants
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dcnr/conservation/wild-plants/invasive-plants
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dcnr/conservation/wild-plants/invasive-plants
https://extension.psu.edu/forests-and-wildlife/forest-management/invasive-and-competing-plants
https://extension.psu.edu/forests-and-wildlife/forest-management/invasive-and-competing-plants
https://extension.psu.edu/forests-and-wildlife/forest-management/invasive-and-competing-plants


Managing Invasive Plants

Cultural 
Prevention Strategies

Watch fill material! 

Don’t spread infestations! 
- Learn about invasives so you 

don’t spread them
- Don’t purchase invasive plants
- Clean equipment between 

treatment areas

Country Living Magazine

Japanese barberry and Japanese 
stiltgrass



Managing Invasive Plants

Cultural

Biological

Mechanical

Chemical

Biological: 
Mile-a-Minute 
Weevils

Chemical: 
herbicide with 
backpack 
sprayer

Mechanical:
Weed 
Trimmer



Timber harvesting is a management 
tool to

• diversify forest ages

• improve habitat for birds, deer, 
and other wildlife species

• can be used to weed unwanted 
trees

• provide income

• create forest trails

Harvesting Timber Sustainably



Common Poor Forest Management 
Decisions 

• Diameter Limit Harvesting 

• Failure to evaluate regeneration before 
harvest

• Ignoring interfering vegetation

• Poorly developed contract

• No inventory of trees to be harvested

• Not considering the deer factor

Harvesting Timber Sustainably



Utilize Consultants

Find a list of consultants 
using the QR code or by 
contacting your service 
foresters



A healthy, sustainable, and productive forest on private property 
in western Pennsylvania
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